Minutes of the Meeting


of the


Windham County Democratic Committee


May 14, 2007


 


Officers Present:	Lynn Bedell, Chair; Jo Hulbirt, Assistant Treasurer; 


Diane Tayeby, Secretary


 


Also present: 	Sen. Peter Shumlin, Sen. Jeanette White, Rep. Richard Marek, 


and Rep. John Moran and Rep. Mike Mrowicki


 


Meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m.


L. Bedell asked for March Minutes to be approved


Sen. White asked that the name Kate Cossack be amended to read Kate Casa


Rep. Marek moved to approved Minutes as amended


 Move was seconded by Sen. Shumlin


J. Hulbirt reported that our bank account balance is $368.97 with all bills paid


Rep. Marek made a motion to accept the report;


This was seconded by A. Burrows


Rep. Marek gave the State Committee Report, which included:


Curtis Dinner in April was successful;


New HQ in Montpelier – funding staff at state level with six paid staff members;


Impeachment resolution took great deal of time;


Spoke about Welch fundraiser.


L. Bedell thanks reps for tremendous session


Sen. Shumlin spoke about issues including:


It would take 7-10 years to make radical change re oil dependency;


Global warming bill;


Tax on gross profits of Entergy, LA;


Wants grassroots pressure on Douglas not to veto bill;


Progress on property tax;


High speed telecommunication access;


Fair prescription drug prices;


Campaign finance law;


Ag bill July 11 veto date – VY tax bill


Sen. White deferred to Rep. Marek:


Rep. Marek stated:


Vermont is first state to pass Iraq War Resolution in Legislature


Campaign contribution brought out lobbyists— passed.


Pharmaceutical bill— prevents data mining, more generic samples for doctors;


Energy bill;


Veto override takes 100 votes.


Sen. Shumlin asked for help with Pillsbury for veto override.


Rep. Marek said Pillsbury voted to uphold governor’s veto on other bill;


L. Bedell:  Carolyn Partridge could not be here because her son is graduating and Rep. Obuchowski is at a Bellows Falls meeting


Rep. Moran said:


National Guard should get equal pay;


Ed benefits should be equal for National and Air National Guard;


Mentioned returning vets issues;


Reduce lead paint in housing;


Energy climate control bill will be exciting new bill;


Reduce property tax


Rep. Mrowicki said:


Thanks to everyone present and other legislators;


Democrats have wonderful leadership;


Thanked David Deen for his experience, seniority and generosity with freshmen;


Energy bill defining issue will be good for business;


Democrats represent average Vermonters;


Need for new state psychiatric hospital;


Restructure welfare bill this year;


Patient choice at end of life— right to die issue;


Corrections facilities— big concern as prison population rises;


Appointed to Corrections/Mental Illness Task Force


Sen. White made the following comments:


Dem. Leadership has a harder time than Rep. counterparts;


Working to ensure Vermont wine can be sold at Farmers’ Markets;


Instant run-off voting approved in Senate;


Expanded use of medical marijuana;


Campaign finance bill;


Constitutional amendments— four year terms next year;


O’Reilly Factor press came and badgered committee.  Inflammatory, disrespectful


Rep Marek made observations:


Great leadership in House and Senate;


Hard to coordinate Dems because of independent thinking;


Republican reps read prepared speeches at Entergy hearing.  All Democratic reps spoke extemporaneously because they knew and cared about issues.


L. Bedell asked group to write Letters to the Editor for “Media Group.”  Made point to call “Average Vermonter,”  “Citizens of Vermont” instead


B. Friedelson asked if there was any progress on universal health care in Vermont


Sen. Shumlin said yes and no.  Committee will come back and work on Catamount Health


Sen. White said we have to be careful about the way we reimburse.  We are under funding practitioners.  Need to reimburse at 100%.    Need to go to single payer system with good reimbursement.


Sen. Shumlin said they would write a bill and pass it, but they don’t trust the governor to sign it.  “We need a candidate willing to work hard to get elected and mentioned a few names.


Rep. Moran said Ed funding and health care need to make connection between the two costs.


Eva from Putney made the motion to adjourn.


 


 


Respectfully submitted


Diane Tayeby


Secretary, Windham County Democratic Committee-          








 





 





 





 





 





 











