Windham County Democratic Committee Meeting Minutes

Gibson Aiken Center

March 8, 2004

Officers Present:  Lynn Bedell, Chair; Elizabeth Szczesniak-Johnson, Secretary; Daphne Kilbourn-Jacob, Asst. Secretary

1. Welcome.  Lynn Bedell called meeting to order.  

2.  Windham County Committee Secretary. Lynn Bedell asked for nominations.  Three guests present were nominated for the position.  In a paper ballot Elizabeth Szczesniak-Johnson was elected Secretary.  Richard Marek moved that Daphne Kilbourn-Jacob be voted in as Assistant Secretary, passed unanimously

3. Approval of Minutes:  October 14, 2003, November 3, 2003, and January 5, 2004.  Minutes approved

4. Change of meeting Date: July 12, 2004 to June 28, 2004.  Meeting date change was approved.

5. Wilmington Reorganized:  Janet Wheeler, Chair; Gilman Oxley, Vice Chairs

6. Town Caucuses: March 27  

7. Guest Speakers:

Franz Reichsman read a letter from Peter Clavelle.  

Peter Shumlin – Presented on where are we are going and why this election is important

Jan Backus  Candidate for Lieutenant Governor, presented on why we should support her for the position.  Biography Attached

The following Windham County Senators and Representatives gave legislative updates:

Senator Jeanette White, Representative Steve Darrow, Representative Dick Marek, Representative Gini Milkey 

8. State Committee Report – Bob Treat.    

Howard Dean has energized the party.  State democratic budget is balanced.

Rutland County Health Care Resolution – asked for how we feel as a group to support a similar resolution at the state level – informal show of support passed unanimously. 

9. Committee Reports.  A. Reach Out to Progressives:  Draft Letter – Bari Shamas, Carol Westing, Sandy Shriver.  Moved ahead in agenda.  Carol Westing moves that the letter be accepted letter as is – which expands on the goals that were outlined.  John Moran seconded.  Motion passed, all in favor.

10. Universal Health Care – John Moran.  Referendum on Single Payer Health Care Plan in 20 towns – Windham County is the only county that made it an issue.    

He recommended two things to the committee: 

1. A Universal Health Care Committee

2. Engage in some event that would draw attention to the issue.  

Lynn Bedell asked John Moran to head a group to put a discussion together.

11.  Other Business.  

Presentation of website mockup.  Noel Webster, Read Webster’s son, has designed a web site for the Windham County Democratic Committee.  Vermont Democratic Party http://www.vtdemocrats.org has offered to host site.  The site can be posted as soon as all the information has been provided.  Lynn Bedell will provide Noel Webster with the information.  

Youth committee. Jeannette White reported on behalf of Joe Grannis’ work.  Leland & Gray are having session in front of their weekly assembly – Richard Marek, Phil Bartlett, Jeannette White went and 15 kids registered to vote - made very exciting.  Franz Reichsman has encouraged political excitement amongst the young Brattleboro residents.

Donations collected this evening.  $75.60

Motion to adjourn 9:17

The next meeting of the Windham County Democratic Committee will be 

Monday, May 3, 2004, 7 pm, River Garden, 157 Main Street, Brattleboro.   

Documents to be laid out at 6:30 for review.

Respectively submitted,

Elizabeth Szczesniak-Johnson

Secretary

JAN BACKUS
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Jan Backus is ready for the job.

Jan has more than two decades of public service in Vermont; she spent 5 full terms (10 years) in the Vermont State Senate, 4 years on the Winooski Downtown Development Board, and 6 years as a Brattleboro representative on the Windham Southeast union high school board. First elected to the Vermont Senate from Windham County in 1988, Jan was twice re-elected to her Senate seat. In 1994, Jan was her party’s nominee for the United States Senate. After moving from Putney to Winooski, Jan was elected to the Vermont Senate from Chittenden County in 1996 and won reelection in 1998 by an impressive margin.

What does Jan Backus stand for?

Jan has devoted her career to fighting for affordable and accessible universal health care, for workers’ rights, for family leave and improved childcare and for protection of individual rights. She stands up for her principles.  She believes in making sure that government spending is both responsible and fair.  Jan has proven that she is a highly effective legislator, skilled at working with others across the political spectrum while always staying steady under pressure.

Clarity, strength, straightforwardness, and experience - these are the qualities that a Lieutenant Governor must have to effectively serve as President of the Senate.  They are the qualities that Jan will bring to the job.  And they make her far and away the best candidate to lead a productive Senate session and to make sure state government responds to the hopes and values of Vermonters and treats its citizens with respect.

What has Jan Backus done for Vermonters? 

Jan has played a key role in passing legislation on: mental health parity, community rating for health insurance, Dr. Dynasaur and VHAP programs, the Downtown bill, the Family Court bill, the Welfare restructuring bill, economic development legislation, living wage legislation.  She introduced legislation for comprehensive health care reform each session.  She oversaw the steady expansion of health coverage to Vermonters as co-chair of the Joint Health Access committee.  She chaired the joint Prescription Drug task force that produced the eight recommendations for lower drug prices still being implemented today.  For four years on the Appropriations committee, she delivered balanced budgets and put money into the rainy day fund.  She created the special rainy day fund for social services and helped set up the Medicaid trust fund.

Since leaving the legislature, she has served on the community board for the Winooski Downtown Project – a visionary plan to rebuild the city’s downtown.  After five years of persistence, the project is finally scheduled to begin construction this spring.  The project is a model of anti-sprawl development and will add 600 units of new housing and an estimated 200 new jobs to the state.  

The Vermont League of Cities and Towns named Jan Legislator of the Year and groups ranging from the Greater Burlington Industrial Corporation to the Vermont Families For Children’s Mental Health have honored Jan’s work in for Vermonters.  She is well respected by her colleagues from both parties.

During her 10 years in the Senate, Jan served as chair of the Health and Welfare Committee and vice-chair of the Judiciary Committee. She co-chaired the Joint Health Access Oversight Committee and was a member of the Joint Fiscal Committee.  Jan also was, at various times, a member of the Agriculture, Administrative Rules, Appropriations and General Affairs & Housing Committees.  For ten years straight, Jan earned a perfect score from the Vermont Labor Council for her dedication to worker issues.

And who is she at home?

Jan Backus was born on July 30, 1947, the third of five daughters. She and her family moved to Putney, Vermont when she was 6. She remembers the excitement when the Interstate first was built – she went with her grade school class and planted evergreen saplings from George Aiken’s Putney Nursery on the slopes beside the Putney exit. They’re still there today – tall and strong.

Jan believes that the seeds we plant today can help grow a strong future for Vermont and that working together we can make our state better and better. 

Jan and her husband Steve Blodgett live in Winooski.  She has three daughters, three stepchildren, two grandchildren, and two cats.  Jan has traveled to six of the world’s continents (all except Antarctica) and has lived in Brazil, Germany, and Australia.  She competes most years in the annual U.S. Open Crossword Championships.

Jan’s parents and three of her sisters still live in Windham County. 
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