Windham County Democratic Committee

Meeting Minutes

July 10, 2006

Officers Present:  Lynn Bedell, Chair; Lisa Hecht, Vice-Chair

· Lynn Bedell, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. 

· Move to approve minutes from last meeting:  D. Marek made the motion to approve; H. Millett seconded the motion.

· L. Bedell introduced the candidate for WCDC Secretary, Diane Tayeby.  L. Hecht nominated Tayeby and the nomination was seconded by E. Brosnahan.  Tayeby spoke a few words.  The vote was unanimously in favor of Diane Tayeby for Secretary with no dissension and no abstentions.

· L. Bedell proposed meeting every month until the election is finished.  Questions were raised as to whether once monthly would be enough.  Bedell raised the issue of creating sub-committees, based on similar sub-committees from the previous election.  Andy Burrows made a motion to do so and this was seconded by Fric Spruyt.

· L. Hecht gave the financial report, stating that the account now has $1,250.67.

· L. Bedell read a letter asking the WCDC to propose a person to be interim Sheriff until the election could be held.  She suggested the name of Dick Guthrie.  F. Spruyt then formally nominated Guthrie and this nomination was seconded by Nye Farabis.

· Claude Weyant, Senator Jeanette White and Terry Martin all spoke briefly to lend their support to Guthrie.

· Andy Burrows raised the point that it should be made clear that this was only an interim appointment proposal and not necessarily an endorsement of a candidate for the November election – something that would be discussed at a later date.

· L. Bedell then pointed out that only members of WCDC could vote tonight on whose name would be submitted to the Governor.

· Representative Dick Marek voiced his strong support for only sending one person’s name for consideration, which would be Guthrie.

· Rep. White suggested that we cease debate/discussion of this issue.

· John Moran formally nominated Dick Guthrie.

· A vote was taken, the result being 21 in favor, no opposed and no abstentions.

· L. Bedell opened the subject of the “Democracy for America” (DFA) suggestion that we have a public debate between candidates running for the Lt. Governor’s office.  

· Bill Johnson introduced the DFA.  He said that Matt Dunn had approached them for an endorsement, but that since both he and John Tracey seemed like excellent candidates, it was decided to give them both an opportunity to present themselves. DFA will endorse both candidates and they propose a forum rather than a date, with a suggested date of August 1st.

· Andy Burrows wants to avoid the idea of “debate” and prefers a “forum”, with a moderator and Q&Q session.

· L. Bedell suggested forming a committee to work on this.

· Betty  Frye, F. Spruyt, Peter Shumlin, Andy Burrows and Bill Johnson will stay after the meeting to discuss the committee.
· L. Bedell acknowledged the several candidates who were present and invited them to introduce themselves briefly.  They were:

· John Moran

· Peter Shumlin

· Mike Mrowicki

· Claude Weyant

· Jenny Miller

· Rep. Steve Darrow

· Sen. Jeanette White

· Rep. David Deen

· Rep. Dick Marek

· Patty Duff

· N.Farribus brought up the subject of reaching out to Progressives.  It was also mentioned that we should be reaching out to Independents as well.

· L. Bedell asked for suggestions for various sub-committees and it was decided that the following sub-committees would be formed:

· Fund-raising

· Youth Involvement/Get Out the Vote/Register Voters

· Communications/Field Work

· Headquarters

· Voter Lists

There would also be a Coordination Committee that would specify tasks, goals and ensure communication/coordination between the various sub-committees and the candidates

There was general discussion re the merits of a physical headquarters vs. email/website networking – more to be discussed at that sub-committee meeting.

· It was agreed to have the next meeting on the second Monday in August, with sub-committees meeting one hour before, at 6:00 p.m.

· The meeting was adjourned.
