Windham County Democratic Committee

Meeting Minutes

October 14, 2003

Officers Present:  
John Moran, Chair; Lynn Bedell, Vice Chair; Lynda Starorypinski, Secretary

· John Moran, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm. John welcomed all and called for the Committee to help take back the White House and “on down.”

· Jeanette White, State Senator, spoke of the need to change the House and Administration. Jim Douglas’ appointments are bad, especially Human Resources and Agriculture. “We need to get young people involved. We need to register people to vote at every opportunity—any gathering. We need to have passion at the state level.”

· Bev Major, Westminster:  “We need to work together with the Progressives or it will cost us the election. Are the Dems promoting Instant Runoff Voting?”

· Gini Milkey and Dick Marek, State Reps:  “We need to take back the house.”

· Gini Milkey, State Rep, Brattleboro:  “Electricity, single-payer health care—Progressives are making them their issues this year.”

· Frick Sprague:  “Howard Dean not supportive of whole single health care package.”

· Gini Milkey:  “He did set up the groundwork and moved incrementally.”

· Bari Shamas:  “We need to take a higher road, embrace the Progressives and not be too critical. We’ve lost a lot of ground. We need to work together to defeat Republicans.”

· Adele Goodell:  “It is important for Democrats to win again.”

· Randy Major:  “ The current Administration in Washington DC and Vermont must be replaced. It’s absolutely essential to vote in Democrats. 

· Henry Millett:  “ 300% increase in those at caucus. We should really work with Progressives.” 

· John Moran:  Wardsboro:  “I agree with Henry we need to go a little left. We need IRV to prevent a split in Dem/Prog vote. We need to work with Progs for universal health care. We could reduce the property tax if we had universal health care. We should put it on the Town Warning in every town.

· John Moran called for the reorganization of the committee and opened the floor for nominations for Chair.

· Franz Reichsman nominated Lynn Bedell for Chair (Clarence Boston 2nd) – Unanimously elected.

· Franz Reichsman nominated Lisa Hecht for Vice Chair(Clarence Boston 2nd)Unanimously elected.

· Dale Thiel nominated Allie Evans for Treasurer, unanimously elected.

· Kirsten Jepperson nominated Deb Luskin for Assistant Treasurer, Unanimously elected.

· Lynn Bedell nominated Lisa Hecht for Secretary, Unanimously elected.

· Dick Marek nominated Bob Treat as State Rep. Unanimously elected.

· Bev Major nominated Bari Shamas as State Rep; Virginia Vogel self-nominated – Paper Ballot:  Shamas 32; Vogel 9.

· Lynn Bedell nominated Dick Marek as Alternate State Rep, Unanimously elected.

· Jerry James nominated Virginia Vogel as Alternate State Rep, Unanimously elected.

· Allie Evans gave the Treasurers’ report of meeting donations:  $134.71.

· A discussion ensued as to whether or not the Committee would like a Parliamentarian.

· Lynn Bedell, Chair:  “We need to get working to take back the House. We need to embrace the Progressives. We need a new Governor and a new President.”

· Franz Reichsman took the floor to thank John Moran for many years of service.

Respectfully submitted,

Lisa Hecht

